March 30, 1983 LB 26

SENATOR WARNER: M. President, | would rise to oppose.
Senator Newel |'s amendnent for a couple of reasons. First

I would rather suspect it has clear constitutional problens
interns of arbitrary classification and | have witten
the Attorney General for an opinion but only a couple of
days ago which | have not yet received. So | woul d hope
that the body woul d not adopt the anendnent at this tine.
particularly pending to see what the Attorney General' s
opi nion mght state, but, secondly, also, | do not think
that the proposal that he is suggesting is one that is appro-
priate for the Geen Belt to attenpt to select certain
types of ground which under the tax manual now 1s not con-
sidered agricultural land in the first place and | woul d
hope that you would not support the amendment because it
clearl P/ in ny opinion at |east would clearly Jeopardi ze
the bill in terns of constitutionality.

PRESIDENT: |s there further discussion on the Newell
anendnent ? Do you wi sh to close Senator Newell'?

SENATOR NEWELL: Unfortunately | didn't listen to Senator
Warner's argunments. Probably nade sone sense. | guess
the only argunent that | would nmake is a very sinple arﬁ -
ment and it is one that | think ought to hold sone weight.
The argunent 1s 1s that 1n Dougl as County where | adnit we
have been a little free with the whole question of Geen
Bel t exenptions, we have granted these exenptions, we
have set this value higher than it nornmally woul d be be-
cause the individual farnmers, individuals who are invol ved
in the truck farm ng operations dldn't fight the valuation
because the truth of the matter is that the%/ were told they
could get the Green Belt. Now maybe they shoul dn't have
got the Geen Belt in the first place. I am not going to
argue that point because it is a hard one for ne to argue.
But now t hat theK have got it, it is kind of hard to change
the rules and take it away fromthemand | eave the higher
valuations on their land. So if this amendment isn' t
accepted | hope that the Dougl as County Assessor and the
County Board of Douglas County would allow for some

appeal s on the land valuation that they presently have

on.

PRESI DENT: Very well. AlIl those in favor of the Newell
amendnent vote aye, opposed vote no. The nmotion is to
adopt the Newel|l anendnent to LB 26. All those w shing
to vote please record your vote. Have you all voted ? The
Clerk will record the vote.

CLERK: 3 ayes, 10 nays, M. President, on the adoption of
t he anendnent.



